Abstract. The purpose of this study was to identify the correlations between medical students' communication skills and patient-physician interaction (PPI) of clinical performance examination (CPX). The subjects were 36 fourth year medical students who had CPX after all clinical clerkships. After CPX, all subjects evaluated their communication skills by themselves using a questionnaire that consisted of 20 items in four categories. The assessment of PPI was performed during CPX by the standardized patients, trained to evaluate a medical communication. The communication skills were re-sorted according to the PPI questions and total scores were calculated. The correlations between the re-sorted scores of communication skills and score of PPI were analyzed. However, there were no significant correlations between them. This study showed that there were no correlations between communication skills and patient-physician interaction of CPX.
Introduction
Communication in clinical situation is the important process that makes health care providers get the information about patients, assess their state, and give them medical explanation. Patients-based education of communication skills can improve the communication activity in the short term and treatment outcome eventually [1] .
Many medical and nursing college have adopted clinical performance examination in their curriculum to educate and evaluate the communication skills between students and standardized patients and also National Health Personnel Licensing Examination Board introduced the practical test in the national examination [2] .
Clinical education on medical communication is usually composed of communication skills and clinical examination is performed through the rating of PPI (patient-physician interaction) [3] . So, the understanding the effect of communication skills on PPI evaluation can be useful to prepare education plan of medical examination effectively.
Discussion
The education of medical communication is usually performed according to the process of communication and students tend to understand communication skills fragmentally [4] . However, each component of communication skills is applied in various orders and PPI in clinical examination was evaluated overall considering patient's satisfaction.
More effective education methods should be considered to improve patientphysician interaction by education of communication skills [5] .
Conclusion
This study showed that there were no correlations between communication skills and patient-physician interaction of clinical performance examination.
